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AIFRTE condemns Panjab University’s
anti-student and anti-democratic move

AIFRTE is shocked and strongly condemns the Panjab University's
introduction of a stipulation demanding that incoming students submit an
affidavit stating that they will not participate in protests, demonstrations
and activism during the course of their academic pursuits at the
University.

Such an affidavit, whether mandatory or being enforced through coercion,
undermines the very essence of a university as a space for promoting
critical thought, debate, and democratic participation.

Furthermore, the Central Government's notification of the dissolution of
the senate-syndicate is an unprecedented step in the University’s history
and effectively terminates democratically elected governance structures
which not only marks the weakening of institutional democracy and
attacks the rights of its stakeholders but also challenges Punjab's
constitutional and historical claims over the University.

The students of Punjab University have consistently opposed such
arbitrary policies and authoritarian actions. Students have again acted
collectively in protest against the issue of affidavit as well as the
dissolution of the senate-syndicate.

AIFRTE stands in complete solidarity with the students of Punjab
University in their struggle against these assaults on the public, federal
and democratic structure of Punjab University.

Prof Jagmohan Singh, Chairperson
Prof Madhu Prasad, Spokesperson
Dr Prasad V, Organizing Secretary
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