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24™ August, 2014
Obituary: U.R. Anantamurthy

The doyen of Kannada literature, Jnanpith and Padma award winner, and one of
India’s best known public intellectuals, U.R. Ananthamurthy passed away on 22"
August 2014. His death is an incalculable loss for the public domain. He was a
towering figure committed to the socialist political tradition with a moral
integrity grounded in great personal courage and conviction. Despite failing
health and prolonged illness, he never acquiesed quietly in a political turn of
events that he felt strongly about and which he believed called for an unambigous
response. Recently he had been in the headlines for his comment that he could
not live in a country in which Narendra Modi was the prime minister. His
forthright comment reduced his political opponents to the pitiful condition of
having to send him a one-way ticket to Pakistan, revealing both their pettiness
and their inability to brook any opposition.

His famed novel "Samskara’, later converted into a film, was an unsparing
critique of brahminsm and caste oppression, and Ananthamurthy remained true to
his concern for social justice throughout his life. He continued to support various
social movements in defence of people’s rights and their liberties.

In paying homage to him, the AIFRTE would like to draw attention to his
commitment to taking a public stand on important pedagogical issues.

He stood firmly in support of the Common School System as the cornerstone of
an egalitarian national system of education.

He advocated, along with the best pedagogical theorists, the importance of the
mother tongue as the medium of education.

He led a demonstration in July, 2006 in Bengaluru to oppose the Centre’s
abdication of its constitutional obligation to the state governments for passing a
Right to Education Act. Under pressure of such public protests, the Central
government had to reverse its initial position.

He opposed the Karnataka government’s attempt to outsource the SCERT and its
tasks to the Azim Premji Foundation, established and supported by corporate
funds. His open resistance played a big role in the government’s retracting from
its earlier position.

AIFRTE salutes U.R. Anathamurthy, an icon who epitomised the best values of
India’s literary and social traditions — pluralism, social justice and moral
conscience.
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